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Cirrof DUBLIN. 


1 VERY good Member of Society muſt al- 
C ways be mindful of the indiſpenſible Deb? he 
1 = owes to the Public, and, therefore, conſtantly 
ſollicitous for the Freedom and Wealth of all Man- 
kind, in general, but, more eſpecially, of that Body 
of Men to which he is inviolably Bound by Law, as 
well, as by every moral and religious Conſidera- 
tion. 
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Next to his Duty to his CREATOR, Man's 
chief Obligation is to Man. We are not born for 
ourſelves alone ; We have a mutual relation to, and 
Dependance upon, each other; and /e!f- Love, tho? 
the moſt active Principle in the Mind of Man, is 
but a Branch of Social Love; Inſomuch, that by 
this alone, the purity and real Value of the former 
are to be proved and aſcertained. 
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The truly ſenſible, who muſt ever be a good, 
Man, looks upon himſelf, not only as a Limb or 
Member of the great Society, but as a/ «/tee or Ser- 
vant to the PuBLic. His frft and great Obligation 
is to ſerve the Community, in his 9 Station, to 
the utmoſt of his Power. He knows that every 
Individual is, by the great, unerring Law of Na- 
TURE, as well, as by that of Man, indiſpenſably 
Sub ſervient and Miniſterial to, as well,as dependent on, 
the WHOLE, COMMUN1TY, and that, therefore, all 
ſelfiſh or private Intereſt muſt ever be freely, and 3 
readily ſacrificed to the Public. Such a Man can- 
not, unmoved, ſee the moſt flight and diſtant In- 
e eee made, or threatened, on the Privileges Þ 
and Rights of his Neighbours. His Heart and 
Hand muſt ever be raiſed to oppoſe all Degrees of, 

and Jendencies to, Oppreſſion and 1 yranny, executed 
or attempted by the highe/t upon the loweſt and moſt 
remote: And much leſs, can an immediate Member 
of the Community, receive the ſlighteſt Wound or In- | 
jury, which the good Man does not Feel and Bleed 
for, in a double Senſe ; firſt, from univerſal Benevo- # 
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lence and Brotherly Love; and ſecondly, from good ; 
Policy. ; 
While any Senſe of Lies: is left, the good ; 


Man, let his Sphere in Life be what it may, muſt } 
ever 
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ever be able, as well, as willing, to give ſome check to 
the higheſt Oppreſſors and evil Doers, and ſome 
comfort or ſolace to injured Innocence and Virtue. 
He cannot, therefore, grow weary in well-doing. 
He mult perſevere with Zeal, Courage and Fortitude. 


This Character every Man ſhould adopt. For 
this 1s but a ſhort Sketch of what Man ſhould be, 
I am ſorry to ſay, not what Man is. But I mult 
inſiſt, that that Man is beſt qualified for every Office 
of public Truſt, who belt fullfills this Character, 


Yet, melancholly Conſideration ! Such is the de- 
pravity of the Times, that no Man wades with more, 
real difficulties, thro? Lite, than the generous, public 
{ſpirited Man. His Conduct is ever a Reproach to the 
Multitude; their Envy, Hatred and Malice will, there- 
fore, upon all Occaſions, boil over upon him, and 
ſhew it ſelf in various Shapes.---The Virtues of the 
moſt Eminent are, at beſt, obſcured, by the Ignorance. 
Prejudice or Envy of their Bebolders. Some Men 
cannot, or if they can, will not, Diſceru, or diſtin» 
guiſh, a noble from a baſe Alion. Others are apt 
to attribute them to ſome falſe End or Intention ;, and 
others purpoſely miſ-repreſent, or put a wrong Jules 
pretation upon them. But a jolid and ſubſtantial 
Greatneſs of Soul luks down with a generous Negleet 
on the Cenſures and Applauſes of the rilguided Mulli- 
tude, and places a Man beyond the little noiſe and ſtrife of 
Tongues, © Tong 


If theſe Poſitions be true, and theſe Conſiderati- 
ons juſt, nothing fhould deter the Man, who has eſ- 
tabliſhed theſe Principles in his Mind, from ſteadily 
purſuing the virtuous Courle, which a well informed 
Conſcience Directs. His Mind muſt ever be bent on 
doing all poſſible Good. Nor is he to be diſcourag- 
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61 
ed by all the Obſtacles that can be thrown in his way; 
his Intentions are all that he is accountable for, to 
Heaven; and, when he has done, or endeavoured to 
do, all the good in his Power, not till then, can he 
content himſelf with the comfortable Conſideration 
of having diſcharged his Duty ; he is not anſwerable 
for the Event, that muſt be left to Providence. 


However ſhort of this Character, I may be found 
to have fallen, if I know my ſelf, I can, of a Truth, 
ſay, it has ever been uppermoſt in my View, and 
that it is from theſe Principles alone, I am now 
prompted, to offer my ſelf for an high Station a- 
mong you. Could I have means of laying my Bo- 
fom open to you, I ſhould not fear being able 
to acquit myſelf of Undertaking this arduous Taſk, 
for you, thro* Pride or unbecoming Ambition. I 
aſſure you, I am moſt perfectly 
ing caſt among the lower Claſs of Men, with regard to 
Station and Grandeur; for there, in all Nations, at this, 
nay, at all Times, do we find moſt Freedom and Vir- 
tue. It is my utmoſt Pride that 1 am aradeſman and 
Citizen of DuBLiN, and that I am neither of Fami- 
ly, Fortune, Education, or Principle to recommend 
me, to what the World falſely calls, Great Men, that 
is, Men in Power ; or modern, that is, new-faſhioned 
Gentlemen, Do but reflect, who have reſtored, and 
now, uphold the Freedom and Rights of Sweden. 


You will find they were the poor,deſpiſedTradeſmen and 


Peaſants, whoſe Repreſentatives, in their Parliament, 
tho*called from their Trades, their hops or their Ploughs, 
are now the principal Oppenents of the Incroachments 
on Pupsric LivtrTy, and its boldeſt and beft A, 
ſertors. Who long preſerved the ſinking States of 
Holland from impending Slavery, and lately reſtored 
the original Frame of Government, againſt the Pow- 
; | cr 


contented with be- 
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er of many corrupt Tyrants, grown great by the 
Spoils of their Country? Was not this done by 
the Tradeſmen, headed, at firſt, by no more conſide- 
rable Perſons, than a Black-Smith and a Wheel- 
Wright? What has often prevented the Ruin of a 
neighbouring Nation, when a Miniſter practiſed in 
Perfidy and Corruption, packed Place- Men, Penſioners 


and other venal Slaves and Proſtitutes, in ſuch 
XX Crowds, into Parliament, that he could gain every 


End he propoſed there ?-----It was the Virtue 
and Freedom of the TRADESMEN of Lonpon, alone, 
which prevented many anticonſtitutional Bills bein 

carried into Execution, that had paſſed both Hou- 
{es of Parhament.---In. this Claſs my Pride would 
Place me, if my Fortune had not. Here I con- 
rentedly, gladly caſt my Anchor.---Judge of the 
Truth of this by my Conduct, thro' all the Offices 
in which I have already ſerved you. And as a 
Bond for future Behaviour, accept theſe public 
Declarations.----It is time to lay Self aſide ; but 
let me firſt inform you, that tho* I have pub- 
lickly offered myſelf a Candidate for the Place of 
a CITIZEN to repreſent you in Parliament, it is but 
to let you See my Intention and Deſire, however 
weak and inſufficient you may find me, to ſerve 
the Sinking - Cauſe of LIBERTY and my 
COUNTRY. From the ſame Motive, in- 
capable as I am of the Taſk, if the Citizens of 
Dublin Commanded me, on any Emergency, to lead 
an Army for them, 1 ſhouldcertainly obey them. Their 
Free Choice ſhall ever determine me in all Matters. 
And to ſhew my inviolable Regard to their 7ree- 
dom, I ſcorn, diſdam and deteſt all the little 24% 
anticcnſtitntional Arts of modern Candidates, to gain 
the Voices of Men; and if any miſtaten Friend thould 
„ a attempt 


181 


attempt to influence any Man to Vote for me, on any 
other Principle, than FREE Cnoics, let it not be 


looked upon, as my Act, 1 renounce, and proteſt a-. 


gainſt it. The Man who acts on Conſtitutional 
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Principles cannot, in any inſtance, invade or re- 


ſtrain the LIBER TIES of his Neighbour, He muſt 


think it, therefore deſigning, if not Criminal to 
influence a Voice to bring him into Parliament, as 
it would be to influence a Sheriff to put him on a 
Jury.— Suppoſe yourſelves, then, Sheriffs, * 
and any Man Sollicited you to be put on a Pannel, 7 


would you not, therefore, Suſpect and BRejet7 


him? You could not avoid it. In the Caſe of an 


Election, you act in a judicial Capacity, as much 


as a Sheriff does. Your Vote is not entirely your 
own. You cannot without Perfidy, a Breach of 


Truſt to Society, give it, thro* Intereſt or Comple- 
ment to any Man. He is a Wicked, bow Ty- 
rant that Demands, or accepts of it, on theſe 
Terms, and cannot therefore be fit to repreſent, 
nor, indeed, to be repreſented by, any Body. And 
the only difference between him, and thoſe that 
comply with him, can be no more, than that be- 
tween the Tempter and the J empted, beth, at beſt, 
are criminal.---[t is an Honor to repreſent F RE E- 
MEN, but none but a Slave can Submit to be 
the Repreſentative of Slaves. | 


The ſteady Virtue and Freedom, ſhewn by the 
_ COMMONS of D##/z, in the Years one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and forty-one, to one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and forty four, by their invariable 
Adherence to the Rights and Privileges of themſelves 
and their Conſtituents, which they bravely aſſerted 


Power 


and Supported againſt all the artfull Practices and 
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Power of theſe Proud Enflavers, the Aldermen, who 
looked upon their /awfull and rightfull Creators, 
as their Creatures, like ſome Repreſentatives ;, has 
always encouraged me to believe the Citigens of 
Dublin, as free and as brave a Body of Men, as 
any in the World. This may well be preſumed, 
without any Exaggeration, when we find a Sett, 
culled by the Aldermen, out of a double Return, 
not for any opinion of their Senſe or Freedom, to 
be ſure ; as ſoon, as the long Secreted and unknown 
Charters of the City, and the conſtitutional Rights 
of the People were brought to Light, ſupported a 
Majority of three to two, and ſometimes, two to 
one, upon every Queſtion for TRUTH and 
LIBERTY, againſt the long continued Uſurpations 
of theſe /ittle Tyrants, till they met with that Fatal 
Rub, in the Courts of Law, to which none of you 
can be a Stranger. 


This, as it has always emboldened me, in my low 
way, to endeavour to Proſecute this Caule, fo it 
ſhall ever, while the ſame principles Subſiſt in your 
Breaſts, animate me to exert the utmoſt of the 
little Power, Heaven has given me, to ſerve you. 


As few of you have been in the Commons, and 


none of you that know your Rights, or oppoſed your 


Taſt-Maſters, there, can ever hope to get in again, 
the Conſtitution of this City can be known but to 
a very Few : So that let your Senſe of Liberty be 
ever ſo Strong, if not duly informed of your Rights, 
you muſt, probably, often Err in your Judg- 
ments. 


In my firſt Addreſs to you, I recommended no 
Body, as I then, thought of no particular to offer, 
My ſole Aim in adviſing you to due Deliberation 
en your Choice, was only in order to keep up the 

HER 1 : Prerogative 


[1] 
Prerogative of Free- Men, to prevent promiſes for 
Votes being Koln or extorted from you, and to gain 
time to lay the Conſtitution of the City, and the 


* and Privileges of the Citizens, open to your 
jew. 


This 1 ſhall do; regardleſs of the Syubs of Men 
in Power, the Aldermen of Society, as well, as of 
Dublin, and the Sneers of anonymous Scriblers, or of 
ſelf-fwfficient or Hackney Gibers.---Truth muſt Stand by 
it ſelf. It may be over-caſt by Tyranny, and Eclypſed by 
Ridicule, for a while, but, like the Sun, it muſt, 
ſooner or later, Shine forth to the manifeſt Diſgrace 
and Subverſion of Both. 


In order to give you a Clear and rational View 
of your Rights and Privileges, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to Trace them from the Original. | 


In Proſecuting this Deſign, I ſhall, therefore, en- 
deavour to give you @ true and fuccine? Account 
of the ORIGINAL FOUNDATION of 
the national Conſtitution, drawn from the beſt Au- 
thorities of Hiſtory and Laws. I hall explain the 
Prerogative, Powers and Privileges of the THREE 
EsrArEs, that conſtitute our happy Frame of 
Government, the KING, LORDS and COM- 
MONS, and Point out the Strength and Excel- 
lencies of this Conſtitution 3 in which it will appear, 
of what Importance to the whole, the Keeping up 
FREEDOM and IN DE PEN D EN CE in 
ELECTIONS, agreeable to the primitive 
Inſtitution, muſt always be. | 


I ſhall then make an eaſy and natural Tranſi- 
tion from the National to the civil Conſtitution, 
And ſhall give you a Correct Copy and Traifla- 
tion of THE GREAT CHARTER of your City, 

con- 
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confirmed by AcT of ParL1iamenT, which muſt 


" X at once ſilence and put to Contuſion all the Ene- 
mies of your Eftabliſhment , and ſhew them, that 
2 they muſt firſt compleatly overturn the national 
r X Conſtitution, before they can hope to ſhake the 
X FounraTion of our Ciry. 
J This I ſhall do, without any View of Profit 
to the Author, or the Printer; for as I ſhall draw 
f theſe Sketches, at ſuch times and in ſuch manner, 


y as the Calls of my Profeſſion permit, they 
y cannot, at a time, exceed the Bounds or ſize of 
t, this Paper. And that no Man ſhould poſſibly be 
de XX cenſured for what I Write, on this Head, as well, 

as to ſhew my Senſe of Truth and Freedom, I 

hall always lay my ſelf open, by ſetting my Name 
w XZ to every Paper. If 1 advance an Error, I ſhall, 
- upon Conviction, readily, publicly, retract. 


I! cannot conclude this Paper, which has al- 
N- ready exceeded the intended Bounds, without endea- 
vouring to enforce one /;mely Caution more. 


of a 
. You cannot be altogether inſenſible how you and 
ne Z your Commons are treated by the Board of Alder- 
E MX men. Tho' you cannot fee all their Inpaſitious, all 
of their e de all their Perfidy and unnatural 
1- F Uſurpations, at one View, you muſt know, that 
they confeſſedly, unlawfully, and unjuſtly, with-hold 
Ir, om you, YOUR UNQUESTIONABLE RIGHT of 
ap electing Aldermen, Coroners, and other Officers of 
in the City : That they look upon youR Commons 
Ve as Beaſts of Burden, and tranſact matters without 
their conſent : That they withhold the Government 
and every Benefit of the Hoſpital, founded and erec- 
li- ted by the City, for reduced Citizens, and their 
on, Children, from the Commons and Citizens, and their 


Luce: 
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Iſſue : That, in Spight to the Commons, they pre- 
ter their menial Servants and their Baſtards, to 
Places for which many poor Citizens Petition, and 
for want of which, they and the abandoned Orphans 
of the City are left expoſed to all the Miſeries of 
a wretched, degenerate ſtate, where Poverty is 
deemed the Worſt, the only «npardonable Crime. 
That yourR GREAT Coukrt of DAR EIN Hun- 
DRED, where vou have a negative upon all the 
Acts of Aſſembly, is ſet at nought : That your 
Cusrous are given up without asking the Com- 
mons Conſent : That the Entertainments inſtituted 
and ſet apart for You, on all Public Days, are 
taken from You and beſtowed upon Great Men, 
and Favourites of th: Board; while YOU and 
YOUR COMMONS are treated with the Frag- 
ments of their Feaſts, at the Stairs of the Tholſel, or 
at the Deer of the Mayoralty- houſe, like Beggars. 
Theſe are but a few of the Grievances I could, 
and may hereafter, recite. Nothing can give theſe 
Abuſes Sanction but your having Aldermen for your 
Repreſentatives. If you have di/intereſted Citizens 
to repreſent you, your Grieverces, of every kind, 
may be brought before the ComMMon-Councir of 
the Realm, the Parliament, and you muſt have 
Redrels.----Have you any reaſon to judge that an 
Alderman will bring in any Petition, and much leſs, 
one againſt himſelf and the Board? And conſider, 
will not returning an Ader man be ſuch a conſenting 
to, and approving of, the Tyraniet, under which 
you grecu, that it will, hereatter, be vain to make 
any Jt ugple for your Liberties. JI am too incon- 
ſiderable an Example for any body, but as I ſhall 
ever act as a Free Agent, before I ſhould be looked 
upon as One of the Members of a Body, that 
could return ſuch He pi eſcniative, 1 ſhall chute to 
be 
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be cut of from all Communion with them; by Di/- 

franchiſement. 

One thing more, which I had like to have for- 

got. Every Man, that is Born the Son of a free- 

Aan, Every Man, that ſerves an Apprenticeſhip to 
X a free-Man, and every Man that Marries the 
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4 Daughter of a free-Man, is intituled to his Freedom 
„ Wot Dublin. This later Right the Aldermen, for 
e = Reaſons beſt known to themſelves, have, for ſeve- 
» A ral Years paſſed, cut off ; but, all ſuch may Claim 
"__ = their Freedom at any Aſſembly ; and tho* they be 


4 * refuſed, yet their Votes are as good, as theſe of 


any Gther Hreemen, or of the Free-holders. 


* 4 3 While you deſerve the Name of Fre?-men, I 
= | ſhall ever think it an Honor to be, and declare my- 
elf, 


Bu RTHRIN AND FELLOW-C1T1ZENS, 
Your truly affettionate Brother, 
and 


moſt faithful Servant, 


GC. Lucas. 


DunLtin Aug. 
27th, 1748. 
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